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Abstract

The scheduled caste people are very backward in respect to their livelihood, education, political and
in other aspects from the very beginning of Indian history. There are a large number of scheduled caste
people living in Marigaon district of Assam, i.e. 12.3196. But they are very poor in terms of education and
socio-economic condition and livelihood. The paper tries to attempt to study the livelihood of scheduled caste
people in Marigaon district of Assam. The present study has been conducted on 100 numbers of households
belong to scheduled caste people in Marigaon District.
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1. Introduction

Education is considered as the strongest weapon to any kind of development. It plays a vital role
in improving the weaker section of the society including schedule caste people. In the stratified society
like India, people are acquiring their caste hierarchically rather than occupation and it has been noticed
that there is a huge gap between the upper caste and lower caste people in terms of their livelihood,
education, political, social and so on. Constitutionally, this sacial difference was sought to be bridged
through special efforts i.e. by providing education, providing reservation in getting government jobs and
admission in the educational institutes and giving opportunity to get the political and economic benefits,
social justice etc for the mobilization of the disadvantaged groups of the society. These constitutional
safeguards make it possible for the weaker sanctions of the society including Scheduled Castes people to
be at par with upper caste people and will enable them to enter into mainstream of national life
(Uplaonkar; 1982). There are sixteen sub-communities in the scheduled caste community in Assam. They
are 1) Namasudra, 2) Bansphor 3) Bhuinmali 4) Patni 5) Kaibartta 6) Jhalo-Maloe 7) Dhubi, Dhupi 8) Hira
9) Jalkeot 10) Mahara 11) Sutradhar 12) Muchi-Rishi 13) Bhangi 14) Dugla, Dhull 15) Lalbegi 16)
Bonia, Bittal Bania.

As per the census 2011, the total numbers of scheduled caste people in Marigaon district are
35,622 which are 17.8% of the total population. Out of that, 17,998 arc male and 17,624 are female.

2. Review of the related literature

Review of the related literature helps to avoid the unintentional duplication of the study. it also
gives an idea on the procedure of conducting study along with the application of different methods in
order to collect the data and interpret it. Ta conduct the present study researchers have gone through the
number of research articles published in different journals as so far as the sescavch studies are concerned
no any study has been conducted on the livelihood of SC people in Marigaon circle of Marigaon district.
Therefore, the rescarchers have undertaken the present study. the following is one of the most relevant
research study so far as the present study is concerned,
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Sangral, G, and Singh,] (June, 2018) conducted a study on “Socio-Economic Conditions of
Scheduled Castes t A study of Udhampur District of Jammu and Kashmir State™. The aim of the present
paper iy to study the socio-economic conditions of scheduled castes in Udhampur district of Jammu
and Kashwir state. The data for the study  has been collected through the interview schedule. About 100
sample houscholds were selected for the study and the data has been presented in tabulated form.
This study revealed that socio-ecanomic conditions of scheduled castes in Udhampur district were not so
good, They were suflered from basic facilities such as access to health, education, access to safe drinking
water, sanitation, adequate employment, ete, Despite all the provisions made by government, they were
still socially and economically backward.

3. Objective of the study

The following objective has been formulated to conduct the present study.

Objective 1: To study the livelihood of the scheduled caste peaple in Marigaon circle of the Marogaon
district of Assam.

4. Methodology of the study
Methodology is the detail procedure of conducting research. It helps in smooth functioning of the
rescarch work.
4.1 Population and sample

The total numbers of houscholds of the scheduled caste people in Marigaon circle of the
marigaon district of Assam are the population for the present study.

It has been taken a number of 100 households as samples belong to scheduled caste people out of
total houscholds in Marigaon circle by using purposive sampling technique.

4.2 Method used

Descriptive survey method has been used to conduct the present study.

4.3 Tools used and procedure of data collection

A sclf prepared questionnaire containing 15 items has been used for the present study. Besides

these, open ended interviews and observation have been made for the collection of the data as per
research objective is concerned.

Both the rescarchers have made the personal visit to the places living the scheduled caste people

and applied the questionnaire upon the sample selected for the present study and conducted interviews
as well to get the relevant information on the study.

4.4 Nature of data

Most of the data are primary in nature but researchers have also collected some secondary data
as per the research objective is concerned.

5. Analysis and Interpretation

After collecting the data researchers proceed for the analysis and interpretation of the data. Data
have been collected through field survey. After collecting the data it has been arranged and organized
accordingly. Data have been analysed with the help of simple statistics i.c. percentage.

Table 1: Educational status of the head of the each household of SC people living in Marigaon

circle.
Educational Status Frequency Percentage
Miterate 38 38%
Below 10t class 20 20%
HSLC 12 12%
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HSSLC 14 14%
Graduate 08 08%
Post-Graduate 07 07%
Above Post Graduate 01 01%
Total 100 100%

Table 1 shows that there are 38% head of the households are Illiterate, 20% are below 10t class, 12% are
HSLC passed and 14% are HSSLC passed. Similarly, 8% houscholds are Graduate, 7% are Post Graduate
and only 1% is above Post-Graduate. It has been found that majority of SC people are illiterate in

Marigaon circle.

Figure 1: Pie chart of the Educational status of the head of the each household of SC people living in

Marigaon circle.
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Figure 1 represents the data putin the table number 1.

Table 2: Occupation of the head of the families belong to SC in Marigaon circle.

Type of occupation Frequency Percentage
Wage earner 40 40%
Domestic Servant 03 03%
Small Shops 05 05%
Cultivation 20 20%
Micro level Business 15 15%
Private Jobs 13 13%
Government Jobs 04 04%
Total 100 100%

Table 2 revealed that 40% of the head of the families of SC people are wage carner, 3% are domestic
servant and 5% are engaged with small shops. On the other hand, 20% and 15% are involving in
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cultivation and micro level business respectively. Likewise, 13% head of the families are working private

jobs whereas 49 are working government jobs. It is found that the majority of Scheduled Caste people i.c.
409% ave daily wage carner.

~ Figure 2: Pie Chart on the occupation of the head of the families belong to SC in Marigaon circle.
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Figure 2 represents the data put in the table number 2.

Table 3: Type of houses of the of the SC people in Marigaon Circle.

Type of Houses Frequency Percentage
Pucca 16 16%
Semi Pucca 24 24%
Kutcha 26 26%
Hut 34 34%

Table 3 indicates the type of houses of the each houschold of the SC families in the Marigaon circle. It has
been found that 16 % families are living in the Pucca houses. At the same time, 24%, 26% and 34% of
total SC families in Marigaon district are living in the Semi Pucca, Kutcha and Hut respectively. The study
revealed that 34% of the Scheduled Caste people are residing at Hut whose are made of Raw Straw.

Figure 3: Pie chart of the type of houses of the of the SC people in Marigaon Circle.
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Figure 3 represents the data put in the table number 3.
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Table 4: Monthly income of the families, belong to SC people living in the Marigaon Circle.

Monthly Income Frequency Percentage
5000-10000 48 48%
10000-20000 34 34%
20000-50000 12 12%
More than 50000 06 06%

Table 4 indicates that there are 48% SC families with the monthly income of 5000-10000. 34% families
monthly income is within the range of 10000-20000 whereas, 12% families are with the monthly income
within 20000-50000. Likewise, there are only 06% SC families are with the monthly income more than
50000. It can be highlighted that majority of the SC people i.c. 489% are earning within 5000-10000
rupees in a month.

Figure 4: Pic Chart of the monthly income of the families, belong to SC people living in the Marigaon
Circle.
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Figure 4 indicates the data put in the table number 4.
Table 5: Safe drinking water of the SC families in Marigaon circle.
Availability of Safe Drinking Frequency Percentage
Water :
Yes 43 43%
No 57 57%

Table 5 highlighted the availability of the safe drinking water of the SC people living in Marigaon circle.
Safe drinking water is very important for our healthy body i.e. to make our body discase free. It has been
found that only 43% of the Scheduled Caste families are having safe drinking water whereas 57% of the
SC families are not having that. Hence, study revealed that majority of the Scheduled Caste people of
Marigaon circle arc not availing safe drinking water.
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Figure 5t Pie chart of the Safe drinking water of the $C families in Marigaon circle,
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Figure 5 reflects the data put in the Table number 5.

Table 6: Separate toilet facilities of the SC familes in Marigaon circle.

Separate Toilet facilities Frequency Percentage
Yes 84 84%
No 16 16%

Table 6 revealed the toilet facilities of the SC families in Marigaon circle. Like the safe drinking water the
tailet facility is also equally important for the good health and to make us disease free. It has been
observed that 84% SC families are having separate toilet facility whereas 16% of the SC families are not

having the same. Most significantly it is observed from the field visit that the SC households are provided
toilet facilities by the government under scheme.

Figure 6: Pie chart of the Separate toilet facilities of the SC familes in Marigaon circle
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Figure 6 indicates the data put in the table number 6.
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Findings of the study

« Ithas been found that majority of SC people are illiterate in Marigaon circle.

« ltis found that the majority of Scheduled Caste people i.c. 40% are daily wage carner.

« The study revealed that 34% of the Scheduled Caste people are residing at hut which are made off
Raw Straw

+ Itis found from the study that majority of SC houscholds i.e. 48% their monthly income is Rs. 5000-
Rs. 10000 only. So, it is very difficult to run their livelihood smoothly.

e The study revealed that majority of the Scheduled Caste houscholds they do not have safe drinking
water facilities.

e Itis found that majority of SC households are having their toilets facilities at home as because of govt.
has provided free toilet facilities to the poor families to maintain proper sanitation.

Conclusion

From the study, it may be concluded that majority of the schedule caste people are poor in terms
of their livelihood, education, political and so on. Education is considered as one of the major factors for
improving the socio-economic condition of the backward communities. Most important role of education
is to equalize opportunity enabling the under privileged communities to use learning as a lever for the
improvement of their socio-economic status and livelihood. The pitiable economic condition of most of
the scheduled castes is the major constraint for the educational backwardness.
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